UNIT 1
Is Tokyo Anything Like Los Angeles?
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(1. PRE-READING ACTIVITIES )
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common minorities different immigrants similar

(1) Tokyo and Los Angeles are ( ) in some ways, ( ) in many
others.
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(2) The two cities have a lot in ( ).

Oo0oooooooooooooon

(3) Los Angeles is a city of ( ) and ( ).
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(" 2. IN-READING ACTIVITIES )
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Tokyo and Los Angeles are similar in some ways, dif-
ferent in many others. The two cities have a lot in common.
They are both cosmopolitan ports on the Pacific Ocean.
Both have tall buildings, freeways, and thousands of neon
signs. Baseball and American rock music are very popular
in both cities. They also share many of the same problems:
too many cars on the freeways, air pollution, and the possi-
bility of earthquakes.

Now let's look at three of the main differences: their
people, transportation and weather. Los Angeles is a city
of minorities and immigrants. More than half of its inhab-
itants are minorities: Hispanic Americans, Black Americans,
Asian Americans, and immigrants. Mexicans, Central Amer-
icans, Chinese, Japanese, Koreans, Filipinos, Vietnamese,
and other Asians make up the largest groups of immigrants
and refugees. Many of these people are still learning Eng-
lish. In contrast, Tokyo has almost no minorities. Many
foreigners live there, but most of them are not immigrants.
Tokyo’s public transportation is much better than L.A.s.
Although Los Angeles has an excellent system of
freeways, it does not have a subway, and the buses are
very slow. In contrast, Tokyo probably has the best system
of railroad, subway, and bus lines in the world. About twen-
ty million people use it every day.
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Neither city has a bad climate, but most people agree ED Cobooan

that L.A.’s weather is more pleasant. L.A. is drier and sun- gopgooooooo

nier than Tokyo. Winters in Tokyo are cool, but snow is HFHHE

quite rare. Summers there are hot and humid. In contrast,

L.A. has mild, sunny winters and hot summers. Spring and

fall are the most comfortable seasons in both cities.

Tourists love to come to both cities and not just 5

because there is a Disneyland near each of them! g g E HoEEeen
(296 words, Robert Maple, New Wave 2, Longman, 1993)
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) ( ) It is a port on the Pacific :
Many people who live there like to listen to American

@ C )
music.
3) ( ) Air pollution is a there.
@) ( ) Fifty percent of the people who live there are
®) ( ) People who live there are immigrants.
®) ( ) It has the system of railroads.
™ ( ) Summers are hot and

(' 3. POST-READING ACTIVITIES )
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(1) What is compared in this article?
(a) Two cities.
(b) Two countries.
(c) Two states.
(2) From which points does the article compare the two places?
(a) Weather.
(b) People, weather and transportation.
(c) People, arts and weather.
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(3) The article says:
(a) Tourists like Los Angeles better.
(b) Tourists like Tokyo better.
(c) Tourists like both cities.
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(" 4. FINISHING TOUCH )
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(1) Minority groups in America 0O 0 (a) subway
0 (b) North Americans
(2) Public transportation in TokyoU[ O (c) spring
0 (d) freeway
(3) Comfortable seasons in g 0 (e) summer
Los Angeles and Tokyo O (f) Vietnamese in America
/ Let’s Have One More Try! \
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