
4

Table of Contents

UNIT 1 How to Be a Sophomore after Only One Semester 6

Language Focus: Introduction / Greetings

UNIT 2 Meeting a War Witness in America 10

Language Focus: Inviting someone

UNIT 3 Americans Can’t Speak English! 14

Language Focus: Informing / Encouraging

UNIT 4 Why Are Americans Strict about Alcohol? 18

Language Focus: Approaching someone / Party expressions

UNIT 5 Why Do College Girls Dress Casually for Class? 22

Language Focus: Expressing preferences

UNIT 6 Are Guns Easy to Get in America? 26

Language Focus: Agreeing and disagreeing

UNIT 7 Why Are So Many Americans Overweight? 30

Language Focus: Describing people

UNIT 8 Getting a Driver’s License 34

Language Focus: Asking a favor

UNIT 9 Americans Don’t Carry Umbrellas 38

Language Focus: Getting permissions / Making suggestions

UNIT10 A TV Channel Specifically for African-Americans 42

Language Focus: Telephone conversations

UNIT11 Why Do Americans Have Parties at Their House? 46

Language Focus: Giving compliments / Conversation starter

UNIT12 The Amish 50

Language Focus: Clarifying / Giving short responses

UNIT13 Dead Animals on the Road 54

Language Focus: Expressing regrets and sympathy



5

UNIT14 African-American and Caucasian Students Don’t Mix 58

Language Focus: Asking questions

UNIT15 Why Can’t I Smoke in a Restaurant? 62

Language Focus: Requesting / Restaurant conversation

UNIT16 Why Are They Smoking Marijuana? 66

Language Focus: Talking about pastime

UNIT17 Less Income, but Better Living 70

Language Focus: Intentions / Positive comments

UNIT18 Why Are There So Many Lawyers? 74

Language Focus: Thanking / Apologizing

UNIT19 Americans Military Bases around the World 78

Language Focus: Asking for repetitions / Expressing surprises

UNIT20 Why Do Athletes Have to Study So Hard? 82

Language Focus: Giving comments / Expressing feelings


