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A lot of young Japanese work part-time while they are at college. Waiter (or
waitress), shop assistant, and private teacher—these are some of the typical
jobs they take. Take Miyuki, a girl student who is working part-time at a
discount store. If you asked her ®what made her decide to take the job,
she’d say she just wanted to earn some pocket money for herself. Her parents s
are paying her college fees, and @this means that she doesn’t have to work
her way through college. For most parents, @sending children to college
is a big financial burden, while for the students, @going to college can be
a decision that guarantees them some of the most carefree days of their
life. 10

For students whose parents can’t support them, it can be hard: work or
starve. An exaggeration? Well, perhaps. But even for those who aren’t forced to
work, ®earning money can be very tough, even traumatic.

“Things aren’t as easy as you might think”, the female student would say,
“®Doing this job means having to put up with my boss all day—and he’s 15
probably the most demanding person on the planet.” At least her job should
teach her that life is never easy.
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