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1. Japanese Filmmaker
Wins Oscar for

Documentary

Keiko Ibi, a Japanese filmmaker residing in
New York, won an Oscar for the best short
documentary at the Academy Awards
ceremony in Los Angeles on Sunday. She edged out two other nominees.

The prize-winning 37-minute film titled “The Personals: Improvisations
on Romance in the Golden Years” chronicles the lives of a group of
elderly Jewish Americans trying to establish an amateur theater
troupe in New York to fend off feelings of loneliness. It is a piece of
work she was required to create to finish a film course at New York
University’s graduate school.

She is the first Japanese to win an Oscar since Eiko Ishioka
picked up a golden statuette in 1993 for the best costume design in
U.S. director Francis Ford Coppola’s “Dracula.”

Keiko Ibi was born in Tokyo and was crowned Miss Japan in
1987. She first wanted to become an actress, but she changed her
mind to become a movie director. She went to New York seven
years ago after studying scenario writing in Japan.

Upon accepting the award, the 32-year-old filmmaker said, “This
is incredible; it’s just like a dream.” She added that her aim is to
create a full-length movie within 10 years. She is now working on
her next documentary film depicting Texas high school girls trying

to be cheerleaders.

Background Story
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1. Keiko Ibi two other nominees and won an Oscar

for the best short documentary.

2. They established an amateur theater troupe to

feelings of loneliness.

3. Keiko Ibi told reporters that it was she had won an
Oscar.
4. She is now working on a documentary film high

school girls trying to be cheerleaders.

star / express / describe / fight off / manage to beat / easily beat /

very difficult to believe / very interesting to believe
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This is the Hemingway’s

famous novel.
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The movie was so thrilling that I couldn’t

for a moment.

30.0000000

The movie

young women.
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The film 1is to

in January.
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The film based on a real tragedy was a
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In a night of and , “Shakespeare in
Love” won seven Academy Awards. Italian Roberto Benigni, as
a Jew his son from the of the

in “Life Is Beautiful,” off a
first —winning the best actor’s prize.

Judi Dench, who played the but fair-minded

Queen Elizabeth I in “Shakespeare in Love,” and James Coburn,

“

the alcoholic, father in ,” won the

best supporting Oscars.
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